Introduced by Council Member Gaffney:
RESOLUTION 2013-547
A RESOLUTION HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY OF A. PHILIP RANDOLPH ON THE OCCASION OF THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE MARCH ON WASHINGTON; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
fifty years ago, on  August 28, 1963, upwards of a quarter of a million people from all over the country converged on Washington, D. C. for a March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom; and

WHEREAS,
a pivotal moment in the Civil Rights Movement, the thousands arrayed at the National Mall were there to redress grievances epitomized by the horrific imagery of citizens pressing for an end to discrimination pummeled by nightsticks, attacked by  snarling police dogs, water cannon and cattle prods; and

WHEREAS, the March on Washington, one of the largest rallies for human rights in the nation’s history, was organized by a host of civil rights, labor and religious leaders, notably A. Philip Randolph, president of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters; and
WHEREAS,
born April 15, 1889 in Crescent City, Florida, the son of an African Methodist Episcopal minister, A. Philip Randolph’s family moved to Jacksonville, Florida in 1891 where he was educated at Cookman Institute in East Jacksonville, at the time, the only academic high school in Florida for African Americans; he was valedictorian of his graduating class in 1907; and
WHEREAS,
stymied by the rigid segregation of the South that barred African Americans from education, job opportunities, voting and many other rights, Mr. Randolph moved to New York City in 1911 where he found work, took social science courses at City College and embarked on civil rights activism to enable African Americans  gain access to legal and economic equality; and
WHEREAS,
throughout the 1930s and 1940s, A. Philip Randolph was in the vanguard to rid the United States of America of all forms of racial discrimination; he pressed Presidents Franklin D. Roosevelt and Harry S. Truman to end discrimination in the military, war industries and in government agencies; as a union organizer, in 1919, he became president of the National Brotherhood of Workers of  America, a union of African American shipyard and dock workers; his greatest union success came with his election as president of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters in 1925; and 

WHEREAS,
A. Philip Randolph’s life and work was dedicated to advancing workers’ rights and enhancing human rights; his life-long commitment to those noble goals culminated in the historic March on Washington on August 28, 1963; a year later, in September 1964, President Lyndon B. Johnson awarded A. Philip Randolph the Presidential Medal of Freedom, an honor that recognized A. Philip Randolph’s significant leadership role in the Civil Rights Movement and in American history; in Jacksonville we are particularly proud of his monumental life-time achievements and his noteworthy role in history; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby honor the life and legacy of A. Philip Randolph on the occasion of the 50th Anniversary of the 1963 March on Washington.





Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division

G:\SHARED\LEGIS.CC\2013\Res\Gaffney Philips 08 02 13.doc 

2
- 3 -


